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FOR NEA/RA AND IO/OIC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CENTO 

SUBJECT: CENTO SECRETARY GENERAL 

1 . CENTO SECRETARIAT SOURCES TELL US THAT ACTING CENTO 
SECGEN MAHMUD HAS TALKED DIRECTLY WITH TURKISH FONMIN 
OKCUN ABOUT THE NOMINATION OF A NEW SECRETARY GENERAL. 
OKCUN REPORTEDLY SAID THAT HE WOULD BE MEETING WITH THE 
PRIME MINISTER FEBRUARY 28 AND THAT. INTER ALTA. A DECISION 
ON THE CENTO NOMINEE WOULD BE MADE. 

2. IF THE DECISION IS MADE IN LATE FEBRUARY, WE MIGHT 
EXPECT CIRCULATION OF THE NAME OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL 
DESIGNATE BY MID-MARCH. 
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